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SEVILLA, ES.

¡Bienvenido!

La Plaza de España or Naboo in
Star Wars: Attack of the Clones

Welcome! My name is ZitaAnne Reno and I am a junior at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. For
the semester, I studied at la Universidad de Sevilla, studying the history and language of Spain. While
my time abroad was eventually cut short by the 2019 COVID-19 outbreak, I was able to have the
experience of a lifetime and become acquainted with the beautiful city and her culture. Read on to
learn what to see and where to go. ¡Hasta luego!
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Why Sevilla?
When choosing which Spanish city to study in, Valencia was my
original choice. However, after doing some further research, I
decided on Sevilla. The city is one of the oldest in the country and,
with that, comes thousands of years of history and culture. The
University of Sevilla is one of the most prestigious in Spain, and
one of the oldest, too. It also offered the courses I was most
interested in taking that would fit into my degree plan.
Then I discovered the rest of what the city had to offer: Semana
Santa (Holy Week), La Feria de Abril (the April Fair), the
cathedral, la Real Alcazar (the royal palace), and countless other
historical cites and lively festivals. After that, it was no contest
Sevilla would be the perfect city to study in and the perfect place
to experience Spanish culture.

Puerta del Sol in Madrid:
Kilometer Zero in Spain.

Things to know before visiting Spain:
1. Spain is in the European Union which means it uses the euro.
While cash is accepted everywhere, chip-readers are also
common. There is no need to tip and tax is worked into the
price listed.
2. Spain is divided into autonomous communities, each with their
own culture and sometimes their own language. There are 17
autonomias and 2 autonomous cities. Each autonomia is
divided into provinces. Sevilla is in Andalucía.

There are 91 black bulls
dotting highways around
Spain. Once a marketing
ploy for a sherry company,
they have become a symbol
of Spain. At 46 feet high,
they are impossible to miss.

3. Spain is a parliamentary monarchy, but the king is more of a
symbolic entity. Currently, King Felipe VI is the head of the
Kingdom of Spain.
4. Spanish culture is much different than that of Latin America.
The vocabulary is slightly different, as there are certain words
and phrases used that will differ from other countries that
speak Spanish. Also know that when ordering a tortilla in
Spain, you are going to get an omelette-like dish with slices of
potato in it.
5. Beware of pickpockets! Keep valuables in front pockets or
wear a cross-body bag shifted towards the front. Stay away
from tight crowds of people and always know where your
belongings are. You won’t know when someone has
pickpocketed you. Take special care in Madrid and Barcelona.

The University used to be a
tobacco factory. It was also the
setting of Carmen, the opera by
Georges Bizet. The University
takes great pride in this and the
old signage remains on the
outer walls of the campus.

6. Finally, just be aware that everyone, everyone, smokes.
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Sevilla
Catedral de Santa María de la Sede
The Cathedral of Sevilla is the largest cathedral in the world and also
the world’s largest gothic church. It sits on the site of a destroyed
mosque, but still retains the courtyard feature of the building. The only
other fixture of the old mosque is its minaret, la Giralda. The tower
serves as the current bell tower.
The cathedral was the first site I visited in Sevilla once arriving. The
building itself is, in a word, impressive. Every inch of the building is
covered in decoration, showcasing the time, skill, and money that went
into it. The cathedral is also
the resting place of
Christopher Columbus.
An interesting aspect of all
stone churches and
buildings is how cold they
are on the inside. They
really are places of relief
from the hot Mediterranean weather of Sevilla.
The cathedral also makes a person feel quite small and
quite young. One of the
biggest things to get used to was the age of certain places in Spain;
things are old. Old, but up kept. It definitely had me thinking about
my definition of time and the relationship people in the United States
have with buildings and monuments. Here, there seems to be the idea
of newer being better. I think the cathedral, and many other
monuments in Spain, illustrate the beauty in building things to last.
My favorite part
of the cathedral
was la Giralda.
The views were
spectacular,
both of it and
from it. I
recommend
visiting the
church during
the day to see
the stained glass indoors,
but stop by later at night to
see it shine.

La Giralda
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La Plaza de España de Sevilla
The Plaza de España has to be my
absolute favorite place in Sevilla and
probably Spain for that matter. I
already knew about the plaza due to its
role in Star Wars (and many other
shows and movies). Regardless of my
opinion on the movie, I knew I needed
to visit.
Originally built for the Ibero-American
exposition World’s Fair in the 1920s,
the building has clearly made itself
known.
Everywhere you look, there are mosaics
or tile work of some kind. The plaza is
near the Maria Luisa Park, a spectacular
park and the most vegetation you’ll see in Sevilla.
The best time to go is in the early morning when there are no people, or at sunset when the plaza
comes to life.
There are plenty of tourists, but there are also plenty of locals. This is a theme in Sevilla; places are
enjoyed by those who live there as well as those who visit. It’s a wonderful place to spend an evening
or take an afternoon walk. Every time I walked through or stopped to take pictures, it took my breath
away. There was always something going on, from flamenco dancing to blowing bubbles, and it was a
wonderful break from the hustle of the city streets proper.
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